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safely navigate only within such chan-
nel or fairway. The latter vessel shall
use the danger signal prescribed in
§ 111.34(d) (Rule 34(d)) if in doubt as to
the intention of the crossing vessel.

(e)(1) In a narrow channel or fairway
when overtaking, the vessel intending
to overtake shall indicate her inten-
tion by sounding the appropriate signal
prescribed in § 111.34(c) (Rule 34(c)). The
overtaken vessel, if in agreement, shall
sound the same signal. If in doubt she
shall sound the danger signal pre-
scribed in § 111.34(d) (Rule 34(d)).

(2) This section does not relieve the
overtaking vessel of her obligation
under § 111.13 (Rule 13).

(f) A vessel nearing a bend or an area
of a narrow channel or fairway where
other vessels may be obscured by an in-
tervening obstruction shall navigate
with particular alertness and caution.

(g) Any vessel shall, if the cir-
cumstances of the case admit, avoid
anchoring in a narrow channel.

(h) When two power-driven vessels
are meeting end on, or nearly end on,
in the Canal in the vicinity of an ob-
struction, e.g., a dredge, drill barge,
slide, etc., the vessel whose side of the
Canal is clear shall have the right-of-
way and the other vessel shall hold
back and keep out of the way until the
privileged vessel is clear.

§ 111.10 [Reserved] (Rule 10).

CONDUCT OF VESSELS IN SIGHT OF ONE
ANOTHER

§ 111.11 Application (Rule 11).
Sections 111.12 through 111.18 apply

to vessels in sight of one another.

§ 111.12 Sailing vessels (Rule 12).
(a) When two sailing vessels are ap-

proaching one another, so as to involve
risk of collision, one of them shall keep
out of the way of the other as follows:

(1) When each has the wind on a dif-
ferent side, the vessel which has the
wind on the port side shall keep out of
the way of the other;

(2) When both have the wind on the
same side, the vessel which is to wind-
ward shall keep out of the way of the
vessel which is to leeward;

(3) If a vessel with the wind on the
port side sees a vessel to windward and

cannot determine with certainty
whether the other vessel has the wind
on the port or on the starboard side,
she shall keep out of the way of the
other.

(b) For the purpose of this section
the windward side shall be deemed to
be the side opposite to that on which
the mainsail is carried or, in the case
of a square-rigged vessel, the side oppo-
site to that on which the largest fore-
and-aft sail is carried.

§ 111.13 Overtaking (Rule 13).

(a) Notwithstanding anything con-
tained in §§ 111.4 through 111.18, any
vessel overtaking any other shall keep
out of the way of the overtaken vessel,
except that within the Canal channel
all pleasure vessels and craft, even
though they are an overtaken vessel,
shall keep out of the way of transiting
vessels and Panama Canal Commission
floating equipment.

(b) A vessel shall be deemed to be
overtaking when coming up with an-
other vessel from a direction more
than 22.5 degrees abaft her beam, that
is, in such a position with reference to
the vessel she is overtaking, that at
night she would be able to see only the
sternlight of that vessel but neither of
her sidelights.

(c) When a vessel is in any doubt as
to whether she is overtaking another,
she shall assume that this is the case
and act accordingly.

(d) Any subsequent alteration of the
bearing between the two vessels shall
not make the overtaking vessel a
crossing vessel within the meaning of
this part or relieve her of the duty of
keeping clear of the overtaken vessel
until she is finally past and clear.

(e) Except as specially authorized by
the Canal Operations Captain or his
designee, an overtaking power-driven
vessel shall not overtake and pass an-
other power-driven vessel in Gaillard
Cut, Mamei Curve or Bohio Bend be-
tween buoys 38 and 40: Provided, how-
ever, That this paragraph shall not
apply where either the overtaking or
the overtaken vessel is less than 150
feet in length or is a Panama Canal
Commission power-driven vessel or a
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U.S. Army or U.S. Navy local tug, with
or without a tow.

[48 FR 52704, Nov. 22, 1983, as amended at 55
FR 11909, Mar. 30, 1990]

§ 111.14 Head-on situation (Rule 14).

(a) When two power-driven vessels
are meeting on reciprocal or nearly re-
ciprocal courses so as to involve risk of
collision each shall alter her course to
starboard so that each shall pass on the
port side of the other.

(b) Such a situation shall be deemed
to exist when a vessel sees the other
ahead or nearly ahead and by night she
could see the masthead lights of the
other in a line or nearly in a line or
both sidelights and by day she observes
the corresponding aspect of the other
vessel.

(c) When a vessel is in any doubt as
to whether such a situation exists she
shall assume that it does exist and act
accordingly.

(d) In the Canal channel every power-
driven vessel encountering another ves-
sel while proceeding along the line of
the channel, shall keep to that side of
the fairway or mid-channel which lies
on its starboard side. When two such
vessels so proceeding are bound in op-
posite directions, they shall, when it is
safe and practicable, be governed by
paragraph (a) of this section even
when, by reason of an intervening bend
in the channel, their headings are not
substantially opposite when they first
sight each other; and neither of them
shall alter course to port across the
course of the other. Tugs and motor-
boats shall, whenever practicable, keep
well over to that side of the Canal
which is to their starboard when large
vessels are passing.

§ 111.15 Crossing situation (Rule 15).

When two power-driven vessels are
crossing so as to involve risk of colli-
sion, the vessel which has the other on
her own starboard side shall keep out
of the way and shall, if the cir-
cumstances of the case admit, avoid
crossing ahead of the other vessel.

§ 111.16 Action by give-way vessel
(Rule 16).

Every vessel which is directed to
keep out of the way of another vessel

shall, so far as possible, take early and
substantial action to keep well clear.

§ 111.17 Action by stand-on vessel
(Rule 17).

(a)(1) Where one of two vessels is to
keep out of the way the other shall
keep her course and speed.

(2) The latter vessel may however
take action to avoid collision by her
maneuver alone, as soon as it becomes
apparent to her that the vessel re-
quired to keep out of the way is not
taking appropriate action in compli-
ance with this part.

(b) When, from any cause, the vessel
required to keep her course and speed
finds herself so close that collision can-
not be avoided by the action of the
give-way vessel alone, she shall take
such action as will best aid to avoid
collision.

(c) A power-driven vessel which takes
action in a crossing situation in ac-
cordance with paragraph (a)(2) of this
section to avoid collision with another
power-driven vessel shall, if the cir-
cumstances of the case admit, not alter
course to port for a vessel on her own
port side.

(d) This section does not relieve the
give-way vessel of her obligation to
keep out of the way.

§ 111.18 Responsibilities between ves-
sels (Rule 18).

Except where §§ 111.9 and 111.13 (Rules
9 and 13) otherwise require:

(a) A power-driven vessel underway
shall keep out of the way of:

(1) A vessel not under command;
(2) A vessel restricted in her ability

to maneuver.
(b) A sailing vessel underway shall

keep out of the way of:
(1) A vessel not under command;
(2) A vessel restricted in her ability

to maneuver;
(3) A power driven vessel, except a

motorboat.
(c) A seaplane on the water shall, in

general, keep well clear of all vessels
and avoid impeding their navigation.
In circumstances, however, where risk
of collision exists, she shall comply
with the §§ 111.4 through 111.18 of this
subpart.

(d) Panama Canal floating equipment
at work in a stationary position shall
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